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* 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, Applicant requests that citation 
and examination of the following patents be made during the course of examination of the 
above-referenced application for United States Patent: 



REF. 


PATENT NO. 


COUNTRY 


ISSUE DATE 


AA 


US 2,786,730 


US 


03/26/57 


AB 


FR 2171084 


FR 


09/21/73 


AC 


DE 9013620 


DE 


05/08/91 


AD 


DE 9419048 


DE 


03/16/95 


AE 


US 5,651,278 


US 


07/29/97 


AF 


EP 1227182 


EP 


07/31/02 


AG 


EP 1233100 


EP 


08/21/02 


AH 


DE 20302572 


DE 


04/24/03 



The documents listed hereinabove were cited in the European Search Report 
EP05101053 dated May 23, 2006 received in connection with a European application 
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corresponding to the above-referenced U.S. application. Copies of the Search Report and 
documents cited are enclosed herewith. 



Applicant's attorney respectfully submits that none of the references teach or suggest, 
singly, or where permissible, in combination, the invention claimed in the present application 
and therefore Applicant looks forward to receiving early and favorable consideration of the 
claims. 



WHIRLPOOL CORPORATION - MD 2200 

2000 NORTH M-63 

BENTON HARBOR MI 49022-2692 

Date: July 06, 2006 
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Respectfully submitted, 




2 




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



ON DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
BY APPLICANT 

(use several sheets if necessary) 



Docket No. 


Serial No. 


US20030479 


10/780,784 


Applicant: 




Michael R. Carey et al. 




riling Date 


Group Art Unit 


February 18, 2004 


1746 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner's 
Initials 



Document 
Number 



Date 



Name 



Class 



Subclass 



Filing Date 
If appropriate 



AA 



US2786730 



03/26/57 



Thurston 



09/20/55 



AB 



US5651278 



07/29/97 



Pinkowski 



68 



134 



08/31/93 







Document 
Number 


Date 




Class 


Subclass 


Translation 
Yes | No 




AC 


FR2171084 


09/21/73 


FR 


D06F 


37/00 




X 




AD 


DE9013620 


05/08/91 


DE 


D06F 


37/26 




X 




AE 


DE94 19048 


03/16/95 


DE 


D06F 


39/12 




X 




AF 


EP 1227 182 


07/31/02 


EP 


D06F 


39/12 




X 




AG 


EP1233100 


08/21/02 


EP 


D06F 


39/12 




X 




AH 


DE20302572 


04/24/03 


DE 


A47B 


67/00 




X 



OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



European Search Report EP 05 101053 Dated May 23, 2006 



Examiner 



Date Considered 



^Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation 
if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



